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had been, one of the chief enemies of Cromwell;
who had in his last days usurped the ancient
earldom which Parr had claimed in right of his
Bourchier wife, whilst Katharines second husband,
Neville Lord Latimer, had been so strong a
Catholic as to have risked his great possessions,
as well as his head, by joining the rising in the
North that had assumed the name of the Pilgrimage
of Grace and had been mainly directed against
Cromwell's measures. She was, moreover, closely
related to the Throckmortons, the stoutly Catholic
family whose chief, Sir George, Cromwell had de-
spoiled and imprisoned until the intrigue already
related drove the minister from power in June
1540, with the mysterious support, so it is asserted,
of Katharine Lady Latimer herself, though the
evidence of it is not very convincing.1
Katharine had been brought up mostly in the
north country with extreme care and wisdom by
a hard-headed mother, and had been married
almost as a child to an elderly widower, Lord
Borough, who had died soon afterwards, leaving
her a large jointure. Her second husband, Lord
Latimer, had also been many years older than
herself; and accompanying him, as she did, in his
periodical visits to London, where they had a
house in the precincts of the Charterhouse, she
had for several years been remarkable in Henry's
Court, not only for her wide culture and love of
learning, but also for her friendship with the
Princess Mary, whose tastes were exactly similar
to her own. Lord Latimer died in London at the
1 It depends upon a metrical family history written by Katharine's
cousin, Sir Thomas Throckmorton.